PAY DAY WILL COME
1 Kings 21

Ahsh was one of the siriking charaqters-in the history of Israel. Mach of the noioriety
of this idolatrous king was due to his terrible wickedness. He is remembered as the hus-
band of wicked Jezebel, one of the most despicable women who ever lived.

Kingz phab gained great renown and much wealth. A% the zenith of his prosperity, after

his signal victory over the Syrisns snd its attendent extension of his territory,. Ahabd

roturned to hiz luxurious summer palece at Jezresl. This pleasure resort was noted for
its scenic parks, beautiful flower gardens and pools of sparkling water.

Adjacent to the property on which the royal palace stood was 2 vineyerd which belonmged to
Haboth. Its location snd condition made it desirable from Ahabis viewpeint. He wanted
it for his own uses a8 s herb garden. There was nothing wrong about his desire to procure
it, for there is no sin in honest buying and selling. How was there anything wrong with
the use to which sheb proposed to pul the vineyard.

thabh decided to go =2nd inberview Waboth concerning the sazle of his vineyard. Witk a smile
upon his face, and with words as smooth as butier, Ahab made & very interesting proposel
to his neighbor. So far as the terms were concerned, his proposition was strictly honor-
atle. Ee offered him another end better vineyerd for it. He zise offered to pay him a
good price for it. He is to be commended for not attempiing to confiscate 1% and for
offering HMabvoth en ample éguivalept, either & better vineyerd or suificient money with
which to purchase such 2 one. Or the surface, his proposition seemed falir and stiractive.

With the possibility of being remembered favorsbly by his king, in various ways which
would be to his temporal adventsge, there was the femptation for FWaboth to grant the
reguest of Ahab snd sell his vineyerd to him. However, beceumse he possessed & msnly snd
holy coursge, such as is greztly needed in thsse days, Naboth refused to accepi Ahabls
offer. Mwo things stood in his way of obliging the king. The first of these was his dudy
to Cod. In the Moseic Law fod had fixed the temure for which the Israslites were to hold
the land. He said, ?The land shall not be scld for ever: for the land is mine.® Lev. 25:23
S0, .Naboth would not yield to the tempiation to viclate sn express commend of God., The
second obsiscle %o his selling the vineynrd was his duby to his forefathers and to his
posterity. God had said, "So shall not the inheritance of the children of Isrzel remove
frem tribe to tribe: for every one of the children o¢f Israel ghall keen himself o the
inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.? Tumbers 36:7. Nsbeth's vineysrd was his cher-
ished posseseion becauss it had belonged to his father, who, when he died, left it to him
ag his inheritance. The retentlon of hzs inheritznce wz8 & part of honor, of patrictism
gnd of religion.

Neboth's refusal to comply with the wishes of the king was not the result of stubbornness
or of any dislovelty to the king, but because of his feithfulness to God and obedience to’
His lew. Xe declined the genersus offer beceuse it was unlawful apd dishonoreble to 2c-
cept it. To him, obedience to God and right conduct toward others were vastly more im-
portaent than the meking of money., What e pity that so many today do not realizme thet it
is always better to obey God than it is to comply with the wishes of men!

Since it was specifically reguired thai inherited land should remein in the tribe where
it was Tirst owned, Fsboth was vnwilling to saerifice the right im order ic plezse the
king, ard with manly independence and coursge told him sc. He regretied the fact that
Ahab songht his vineyerd, which was sown with the rich seed of history, plented with
touching assccistions end endesrsd with so meny precious memories. He said, "The Lord
forbid it me, thet I should give the inheritance of my fathers untc thee.l

when Faboth declined to accept the offer of the king, on the basis that il was wrong to

de so, Ahadb wes worely disclessed. He was annoyed and vezed af being refused. DPossibly

this wag the firsi time hig selfish whims had been thwarted during his entive reign, and
in this cese it was by one of his subjectis who was only an ordinary landowner. ALhab had
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such an insatisble desire for this vineyard that he could nob stand be heve his TUTPOES
thwerted. He is a good iliustration of the fme} that s covetous person is frequently
unregsonable in his demsnds. Instead of bsing contented with what he hed and expressing
gratitnde for it, he was coveting the possession of another, Covetousness is that Sin-
ful craving for something other than what one has.

Ahab considered Neboth'!s refusal to accept his offer & matter of unreasonsble snd in-
corrigible obstinacy., He made & terrible grisvance of his disappointment. He forgoet the
abundance which he possessed znd fretted over the littls which was withheld from him,
Like & spoiled end pouting boy, he returmed to the palace, ithrew a sulky fit, fluong hip-
self on his bed, turned his face %o the well, and refused to eat or to gsee his friends.
He sulked simply becesuse he coukd not have his way.

What & ridiculous picturel A king acting like & spoiled child, impotent in disappointe
ment and vgly in petty rege. A king whining like 2 sick hound. Think of it} In the i
middle of the day the commander of an army wes captured by pouts. A menarch moaning and
refusing to eat because a good men, a men who "feared the Lord,!" would not sell his litiie
vineyard which he had inherited. No ome had injured Ahab, TYet he, a king, was scting
.like 2 blubbering baby. His cennon ability was expressing itself in popezun achievement.
Ee wes like & lion sulking because it was not granted the cheese in & mouse trap. How

do you act when you cannot heve your way?

When Jezebel, the wicked gueen, heard thst her husband would nod eat, and that he had gone
to bed when it was not bedtime, she went o his room and asked him, ¥hy is thy spiris
so sad that thou estest no bread? As the mepner of women is, she stroked his brow to
- See if he had eny temperature. In answer to her guery as to whai was the matter with
him, he %0ld her, "I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite snd seid unio him, Give me thy
vinsyard for money, or else, if it plesse thee, I will give thee znother vineyard for it:
and he answered, I will not give thee my vineysrd ¥ His words stung like a lash this
woman who wes never for one minube burdened with any conscientiocus regard for the righis
of others. Hear her lzngh a8 it rings throvgh the palece like the shrill cackle of s
fowl that has found = servent in its nestl What hormet-like sting In her sarcasmi ¥What
bitterness in the tessing taunts she hurled at him for his timidity ! ¥FAre vou not the
king of this country? she chides Dbitingly, her tongue as sharp a8 e bulcher!s knife.
®Cannot you commend snd have it done?® she scolds as z common village hag who has more
noise than wisdoem in her words., "Can you not seize =nd keeo?¥ she cries witk reproach,
7T thought you told me you were the king! And here you are crying like 2 baby &nd will
not ezt anything because you do not heve coursse encugh %o take 2 Bit of lanmd. TYou the
king of Isrsel, and allow yourself to be disobeyed end defied by 2 common clodhepper from
the country. Shame on youl But you lesve it to me} I will give you ¥abothis vinevard.®
Alzs | some people are %0 generous with the properity of others,

Ahab knew Jezebel well enough to know thst she intended to do what she said. So he came
out of his sulks long enough to inguire how she was going to do it. In substance she
replied, "That's my secret just now; just leave it to me, 0ld Boy ¥ Then, Jezebel wrote
letters to the elders of Jezteel in which she made a subtle declaration that some terrible
sin had been commitied, for which it was needful that a2 fast should be proclaimed in
order %o avert the wrath of the deity. '

Copy I Kings 21:8-10. Black ink never wrote a2 fouler plot or death scheme on white paper.
Every syllable of every word of every sentence was full of hete toward him whe haé done
only good continuaslly. The whole letter wes a diabolicel death werrent. When Jeszebel
had finished with her iniguitous pen, she asked Ahabd for his signet ring, and with ithat
ring she affixed the royal seal. Vhen Ahabd gave the ring %o her, he knew it mesnt crime
of some sort, but he asked no questions,
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Jezebel sa2id to herssli, "This man Naboth has refused my honorable lord on religiocus
grounds, and bty 2ll the gods of Besl, I will get him yet on these very same grounds.”
Understanding fully the passion of z devout Jew for & public fast, she knew that nothing
would keep ¥Waboth awey. He and every member of his housshold would be there. "Erociaim
a Tast' i TFasting has ever been a sigr of humiliation before God. The ides inm calling

- for a fost wae clearly to declare that the community was under the snger of God on
account of a grave crime committed by one of iis menbers, which crime is to be exposed
and punished. "Set Naboth on high® meant in the ssat of the accused, 2nd not in the
seat of honor, The two witnesses whick she required to be set before Naboth were men
without charscier, men who would tske bribes snd swesr 1o any lie for gein. She wanbsd
Feboth put out of the way by Judicisl murder and not by private assssgsinsiion,

The plot was cartrisd out exsctly as planned. A double charge of blasphemy and treason
was made, snd the false witnesses subsiantiated it. They testified that Wabeth had spocken
"evil of both Ged and Ahsb, whereupon 2 band of hired ruffisns seilzed the ill-fated nen,
carried him out of the city and stoned him to death. And then, t0 make sure that his
heirs would never lay clsim to the irheritsnce, his sons were slain too. II Kings 9:26,

When Jezebel received the news that Naboth was desd, she was glad and d4id not meke any
~attempt te conceal her satisfaction. Vhet was it to her that outside the city walls was
the body of 2 good mon whose bones the degs would gnaw? What wae it to her that there
wers the faces of his sons bruised with stonee and then torn by the claws of hungry scav-
engers? VWhai was it %o her that Bod's holy neme haé been profsned? ¥hat did she care if
Justice haé been outrazged, just So she had gotten the 1ittle plot of land close bp their
stmmer palace of ivery? What pang did it give her heart that innccent blood had been
shed? Absclutely nothing. i “

She hurried into the room where jheb was, and with profuse caresses and words glidb with
joy she %0ld him what she termed the Ygood" news. She had the iriumphant manner of one
who had accomplished successfully what others had not darsd to attempt. She had %pulled
the stunt.” '

fAnd it came o pasg, when Ahab heard that Faboth was dead, that Ahad rose up:to to down
tc the vinevard of Naboth the Jezrselits, %o itske possesgion of it 1  JAhab did not ex~
press any condemmation of this awful conspiracy, which culminated in such a tragic horwor,
Ee 4id not have any scruples against availing himself of the results of & murdsr perpe-
trated by another,

And now Jebhu and Bidcsr, the royal chsriotesrs, are called. They are given orders o
prepare the royal chariot. The gilded chariot is érawn forth. And scon thess furious
drivers are direciing the brief Journey of the gildéd cheriot to Jezrsel. Ahab rode in
something of milijary state 28 he went, proudly snd gratefully, %o take possession of
the desired vineyard, gift of the guean to him. Doubtless, all of the way from Ssmeria
he congratulates himself that bhe has such & women for a wife, so talented and so successe
frl in fpubtting things over." Ere long the brief journey is over. The prancing and
panting horses are brought to 2 stop cutside the gete to the vineyard. Strong hands of
ready Servants seize the fiery horses by the bits, other servants open the gates, and
obadisnd servenss bow courteously a8 Ahab enters the vineysrd.

As he walked through the vineyard & shedow fell sudderly across his path. Quick as e
flash, He whirled sround, and there, before him, stood Elujah, the prophet of the living
God. To Anab there was an sternity of agony in the few momenis they stood thus, face

to face, eye Lo eye, and soul %0 soul. Suddenly Ahab's face turned pale, his 1lips quiverdd,
and he trombled as he said to Elijsh, "Hest thou found me, O mine enemy?" And FElijah,
without & tremor in his voice, #nddwith™Ris eyes burning their way into Ababis gulliy

soul, answersd, "I have found thee, because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the _
sight of the ILord." With every sentence a withering demunciation, Elijeh continued, "God
+0ld me to ask you, Hast thow killed and also itsken possession? fhus saith the lord,

In the placs where dogs licksd the dlood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy bloed, even thing.
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Behold I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterltv, » o o And will
meke thine house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 1iks the homs of
Bazshe the son of Ahijah, for the provoceiion wherewith thou hasi provoked me Lo anger
end made Isrmel to sin.® With other merciless words he continued, "And of Jezebel also
spake the Lord, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreell Him that
dieth of Aheb in the city the dogs shallget; and him thet dieth in the fields sholl the
fowls of the air sat." When Tlijah hed t%%s spoken, he went his way.

From Elijahts mes sage Anab received 2 horrible visisn of Ploody sloughter. He envisioned
himself being gnawed by the dogs which rosmed o3 nigh%. Because the all-seeing eye of
God is ever resiing upon the evil deeds of every sinner, the wrong-doer must inevitably
face his sins. "Be not deecsived; Cod is not mocked: for whatsoever o men soweth, thet
shall he also reap." 4hab was wounded in battle and his chariot was f£illed with blood
‘which the dogs licked up. God said it would happen, and it did. Jezebel was thrown ont
of an upstairs window, and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall and some of it
splatteraed on the horees, end she was trodden under foot. By the walld of Jezreel the
dogs ate her flesh and licked up her blood. The gains of ungodliiness are always weighbéd
with the curse of God.

1. Bewarse of covetousness., Covebtousness zlways ends in disappointment.

2.  Xeep out of the way of tempiation.
Sin always hes small beginnings, S0 resist it at firss, ]

3. Bin is loved when it is templing, bot loathed when it hosg besn commifted.
The vineyerd looked entirely different befors and after it wes possessed.
It bscame insignificant when compared with its cost.
Judas bergsined Jesus Christ eway for thirty pieces of silver.
After he betrayed Him with a kiss and the money was in his rerse &nd the Master was
in the hands of Eis enemies, He looked purer and nobler than sver. The money looked

“much smaller to Judas., He 418 not want it, and carried 3% back to its source. Sin

was loved when he was being tempted, but it was loathed after he had committed 1%,
Some things are not worth whait they cost. They promist much but produce litile,

L.  B8in blinds to true friends and resl foss. :
Ahab bvelieved Jezebel was his best friend. She stooped to the depths to get for him
whet he wanted. And what he wantad was not what he nesded. In fach, it was the
worst thing for him.
She wrought his destruciion.

Ahsb said to Flijsh, #Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?® Instead of being an ensmy,
Elijah was his best friend. Ahab's sin couse him to think Elijah was his ensmy., The
faithfol rebuker is tha wong-doerls hest friend. Sin even makes men believe thai
God is their ensmy. When He convicts snd warns and disciplines men, they often think
He is their enemy.

5. Your sin will find you out.
There will always be a ressurection of deeds. Sin brings retridbution. You will have

to pay the final installment on your sin. The drunkerd thought bhe paid for his dissi-
pation when he leid the money on the couanter, but there were other consideratioens,

He p2id with the stupidity of his mind, the insensibility of his conscience, the
weakening of his characier, the loss of his business, the heppiness of his bome, and
lifets greatest asset, which is his influence for good. That is t00 much %o pay for
Cimaginery hilarisy. :

“You may not believe me, bui pay day will come %o you. Some day the illusion will
bresiz, you will see sinss it is, you will hate i%, and you wlll want to bs throush
with 1%, but it will not be through with you.



