SIDETRACKED AED SIATN

"ind he eried unitec the man of God that came from Tudsh, saying, Thus saith the lord,
Forasmuch as thou hast discbeved the mouth of the Ilord, and hast not kept the commandment
which the lord thy God commapded thee, Bubt camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk
water in the vlace; of the which the iord did ssy to thee, Eat so bread, and drink no
water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulehre of thy fathers.” T Kings 13:21-22.

One of the wonderful things sbout the Bible is thst i1 revesls every vhase of human 1ife,
The controlling metives, deepest desires, pathetic trapedies, hidden confliets, creaiive
joye and sorrows are all revesled with amazing Iikeness to our own experiemce, Tn the
Divine Word every man sses himsell, sz it were, in a q;ﬂss and realizes that some of its
most revealing stories migh® bmve been written aboul bhingelf and been the deserintion of
his own conduct, While ihe Bible is = mirror in which we may see ourselves, most of us
spend more time examining the mirror than we do in exemining ourselves asg vwe ars revealed
in the mirror. Moreover, every man is strangely devpes wpd or unlﬂrﬁe& aCGOfélng to the
response he makes to the convisiion that is % i

of Cod he is actwally in touch with the God Who
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Among the dire tragedies, recorded with a wealth ﬁ? detall which mekes it impossible for
uz to overlook their personsl & inance to cursslives, none sre more arresgting than the
records of men vho have been tnrﬂpu zeide Trom the hWich pathway of faithful obedisnecs.

For those vwho are open-eysd, the Holy Scriptures are vich in stories that show us ourselves.
In the thirteenth chapter of First Kinegs is s nerrative thsat is 1ittle known and somewhat

terrifying: yet, it reflects the case history of many a 1ife in any cowmmunity.

Here was an unnemed prophet whe lived in the devs of Jerobeam, the king of Israel,

when calf-worshin was being subst ed for the worshin of Jehovah., You will recall that

it was part of the king's stratesy %o build twe sitsrs, one at Bethel and the other at

Dan, in order that the people should not return to Jerusalem for the periedical cbservances
of the Feasts. He feared the relizicus influence of the Temple and its services upon a
political sitvation ef very delicate and uneertain ecuilibrivm. His action in building

these altars for the worship of the people waes, of course, dictated entirely by considerations
of political exvedlency. This is neot the only time In histery thet religion has been

made a wawn in the politieal garme, and always for the berefit of the politician.

While this young, nesmeless prophet vass in some secret trysting vlaece with God, the Spirdit
of God commanded him to go to Bethel, where Jercbmam had erected one of his heathen altars,
to stend before the king, to dencunce Kim o his face for his obsiinacy and his gin, %o
declare his doom and thel of the sltsr he had erected and then to return to his home without
eating or drinking or =mccepiting snyome’s hospiielity on the way.

On the very morning of the inaugwraltion of this alisr when Jeroboam siood with the incense
ready, this unknown preovhet strode forward from the crowd, and what a thrill ran through

the people. Tt seemed that he did not see anvbody, not even the king. His eyes were riveted
upon the altar. He eried to it, O slisr, altar!” and feretold that a child should be

born of the house of David who would offer on it the bones of its mimistering priests.

Naturally the king was full of anger sgainst hiz. Politicians alweys hate prophets, They
can do pretty well whet they like with prieste, buying their silemce with promises of
promotien, preferment and patronase, but they conncet buy the true prophet. The true prophet
ig a men whose price has never vet heen discovered. FHis consclence is never for sale.

This young man was of that order. The furious Jercboamn pointed e the intruder and cried
to his retinue to seize him. In thet very instent his oubstretched and vointing hand was
smitten with paralysis and withered. Shocked and slermed and fearful becauge of what had
come upon him, the ldng begged the prophet o pray for the heallng of his withered hand.

He did so, 2nd in answer to his prayer it was restored.
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Jeroboam's attitude changed completely. TUnable to cow this youmz vrovhet by fury he
tried flatbery. Iike most men of his order, he thought that a bribe would probably
succeed where a blasst would be sbsoivtely pewerlessz. So, he invited this vomng man te
dimner, asking him to go home to the palace and est with him at his table, But, this
Young prophet was altogether unminfliuenced by the flatitery as he had been ummoved by the
threat of the king:; for both were egually insulting to the Ged ¥Whom he represented.

When the invitation had been refused and the messenger of the Ilord was on his way outb

of Bethel, he was overtaken by an older man whe insisted that he was s prephet with a
special message Tor the yvoung man. He elaimed that zn angel had told him that the voung
prophet should eome to his home amnd partake of refreshments., He was sn unblushing liar,
who dared to take the name of the Isrd upon his lips and say to this yowmg vprephet, "The
Iord hath sent me to thee,” with just the same invitation as the king had offered hlm in
vain, "Come home with me, and eat bread.”

That elaim was false, bul the youny man fell for this piece of trickery. He went home

with the older man, in spite of God's clear command to him. While they were sitting st

the tsble, the old men began to glest over him. He reminded him that he may have thought

it was the Vord of the Iord he was following, but he also told him thal he woeuld not live
because be had disobeyed God. He remsrked, "Since you have scouted the order of the Eternal
and disobeyed what the BEternal your God commanded you, your corpse shsll mever reach the
tomb of your fathers" (Moffati).

The next verse lifts the curtsin on the tragic cutceme of this strange drama: TOff he
went, but a lion mel him on the road, and killed him." Tn the morning a gallant eourier
of God's message: ab night a ghastly corpse under God's disnleasvrel! In the morning a
man of steaafast purpese; at night a vietim of vacillation and disloyalty--a men who per-
mitted himself to be tuwrned from his purposet Sidetracked and slaini

Frem this story there come to us some simple, searching and intensely practical lessens,
which I want to impress woon your minds and lay upon your hearis. It may be thalt some
of you are standing at a crossroazd im life, where decisions have to be made, and are
face to face with just the same temptation, in another form, as challenged this young
man when ke met the old prophet.

I. 4 Brave Beginning Is Ho Guarantee Of A Bright Ending.

There was something magnificent sbout the way this youmg men started out for God and

for righteousness in a particularly evil hewr in Israel'’s life, He begaﬁ his mission
with high aim and went througk the first stages of it with vncompromising fidelity,

Be refused to be cowed by the vomn and circumstance of King Jerobosam when that vellitical
schemer was corrupting the religion and morals of the people. Faillng to blast the
prophet with anger, the king itried to buy him off with a bribe. The prophet met both
tests with victeorieus courage. %A young men who begins 1ife 1ike thet will go places,”
we say., Yes, he will if ..ceces; bDub that "if" is a big word. He will earn g large
usefulness provided he does not turn away from bis obedient loyelty to Almighty God.

Iife in many of its phaseg——athletlcs, marriage, bﬂSlﬂeSs, eto, ;~-seems Lo say to us:
The set of qualities that guarante& a Tins beglﬂnlng is not the same as those which
aggure a pood ending. '"Betier is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and
the patiept in spirit is betlter than the prowd in snlrlt“ (?ccle51aﬂtes 7:8)}. Begin
as splendidly as you mey, bubt meke sure thalt you do mot frustrate the grace of God

by getting sidetracked.

Sidetracked! Ten't thal what happened to Aaron? While his brother, Moses, was sway
from the camp of Israel and on the mount with God, Asron permitted himself to turn
aside to the worship of the golden eaif, Isn't that what befell Samson, a mighty men
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who beceme as weak as water? Under loyaliy to Lis vows he was streng, and through
him God wrought great deliverances, bal he was sidetracked by a cumning and conscience-
less woman and fell the pathetic victim of his »itiless foes, the Philistines. We
think of Solomon, a man to whom was given grest wisdom, affluence and influence for
the service of God and his coumiry, and we reslize that is what havpened to him., OF
him we read thet "his wives turned away his hesrt¥ after other gods. Solomon, whose
palace was as elegant as hie power was Fabuleous, sidetracked before the end, and the
clouds of idoletry and sensuality blotted owt the morning light of his glory. Isn't
that what happened to Judes, who companied with the Iord for three years, and then
s0ld Christ for thirty pleces of silver at the end? Ve think of the tragedy of Demas,
the man who deserted his Lerd and his comrade in a time of stress, trying to laugh
gaily over the foriune he made when he gave up the poverty of being a Christian
evangelist,

Sidetracked and slsin! History locks ws squarely in the face and tells us that a fair
beginning, imporitant as it is, is no guasrantee of a fine ending.

Tempiation Although Overcome Once Freguently Returns.

The picture of the young man in verse fowrbeen is full of the elements of human 1ife
and experience. He knmew God and had bheen taught by Him. He had recelived s message
from God as to what he was to do, the message he was to deliver, and as to his own
conduct during the covrse of its delivery. Fe nerformed a noble service in Bethel.
He rebuked the King for his evil influence uwon Izrael, He denounced the altar of

© the heathen. EHe 1ifted the banner of pure worshin. HNow he is on his way home. On

the way he stops %o rest. He is "sitting under an oak."®

Hig first temptation must have been to fear Jerobeam's hatred. That temptation was
overcome, The second must have been te fall for Jerchoam's hosvitality. That too

was overcome., Ah, it has been a wonderful day--se¢ far! Big things were accomplished.
& glow of satisfaction cheered his heart. So, he lskes it easy. He sils down te rest.
And there, while he was weary, relaxed snd possibly over-confident, the decelving
rrovhet found him and seduced him., TUnder his influence he did what he refused to do
under wicked Jercoboam's influence. He broke his vow to sbstain from food until his
mission had been completed,

There iz no time in 1ife when it is safe to teke it easy, to relsx wetehfulness,
regoluteness and obedlence. HMeke wp your mind to this, Sstan will mever take your
first "No" for a finsl answer. He is teo smart and too persistent for that, Tempitation
to which we have salid "Fo® has a vway of returning., While it may apvear from ancther
guarter, it is the same templtation, proposed with the same intent,

Satan is a master in the use of different technigues, but always he has just one aim

in view--to bresk yowr loyaliy to God. Hie approaches sre endlessly varied, but his

aim is forever the same., It iz temptation from an unlikely source that so often overcomes
men., They do not know the cupning of Satan. They do not understand that he sets a

trap for a men's strength as well as for his weakness. It was Moses, the men of meekuness,
whose lif'e was marred by arrogance and anger. It was David, a man who was singularly
sniritually-minded, who was overtaken and overwhelmed by sin., It was Pelter, ordinerily

a courageous man, who fell, white-faced and whimpering, before the peinted finger of

a serving maid who in sly railery accused him of being 2 companion of the lord Jesus.
Temptation smeshed back by the grace of God has a stubborn, subile way of reburning.

The Soul's Greatest Battles Are Often Fought Over Very.Small Things.

After all, it was mot a very big thing, this going %o the old prophet's house for s
meal, There really was not much to it. There is no suggestion thst the meal was not
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guch as a man of God might conmsistently take. Dut, fidelity in small things is that
which alone attests the value of any professed Joyalty to God. Tt is in small things
that ouwr loyelty to Christ is commonly tested ard ordimarily vroved. How could CGod
depend on that young prophet in any fublure missicon if he had failed Him in swech a small
thing? It is usually in smel] things that God tests our trustworthinesszs., If he could
not be relied uwpon in a small detail, how co God trust him on some larger errand?
Lbout some 1ittle thing there n=y be raging the greatest conflict of your life, and
your entire nsefulness in the future mey depend upen vour unguesiioning obedience

to the Iord Jesue in regard to it.

Our Safety lies In Strict Obedience To God's Revealed Will.,

God had honored this young provhet by giving him this work. Still more; fod granted
him the power of working mirscles—-the altar was rent and the king's hand restored.

In spite of all this, what a terrible end he came to--and all because of hig dis-
obedience to God. Iearn, then, that our gifis may be our danger; our talents may be
our peril, if we ever think that in the strength of these we czn dare to be disobedient
to God. God teaches us that gifte are no safeguard. The brightest must obey juet
1like the dullest. The only road to havpiness is to obey God unswervingly. It is do
follow Christ all the wey.

Here wes a young servant of God who had his "marching orders” for the day. The main
gervice that God asked of him was to save Israel from further folly in idolatry. Bul,
incidental to the performing of that serviece was a conviction the Iord had given him
that he should not stop for esting or drinking wntil his mission had been asccomnlished.
Tor hinm that was the clearly revesled will of God.

+ wag trifling with that revelation that landed him before nighifall in the middle
of a first-rate tragedy. He became the prey of a wild besst when he played with the
will of God.

-

Are you listening, fellow Christian? The one sphere in which you can be most sure
of God's will is thal of vour own 1ife and work. You may have an opinion as to whsel
God's will is for vour neighbor or friend, but you lmow what it is for yvou. Whatever
you do, don't trifle with thet knowledge. Don't lose that Iight.

You can remember when God spoke to vou and said, "I wamt you to stand for Me and spesk
for Me, and be My wiitnessing disciple vherever you go from this day forward." Have
you done it as He wanted you to do? Or, you were up agalnst & difficult decisionm.

The road of your 1ife forked right there in front of you. Two ways were beckoning.
Whieh one to take? Then the way of dubly was made plain To you, se plain that you could
not question it. That was God's will for you. Have you been governed by it?

Once = man knows God'!s will he must do it. Here is a good motto: "The will of Ged,

nothing less, nothing more, nothing else.” It expresses vital truth. Once 2 man knows
what God's will for his life is he must do 1t. He must do it even though all the old
prophets in the world unite in trying o divert him. He must do it even if 1t costs
him his 1life. He mmst de nothing else, for his safely, happiness and usefulness depend
en his gtrict cobedience to God's revesled will, There iz a itragic consequence awaiting
him 1f he does otherwise.

Iet me close these remsrks with a word of hope. TYou may have begun well, and then
fallen. You mey have had your fellowship with Christ broken. You may have had your
spiritual vitality and influence devoured by some hungry lion of sin. If so, I held
before you now the cross of the blessed Saviecur. I hold before you the shining faet
that He can mske the dead te live, the failing to succeed and the shaltered teo be whole
again,
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Jacob got sidetracked, but God brought him back a2nd mede a spiritusl vrince out of
him, David got sidetracked, but he csme back snd walked thereaPber the white way of
holiness. Peler got sidetracked; but he found the highway again. John ¥ark got side-
tracked, buat he got ashamed of the white feather of his miserable surrender snd selzed
agein the blood-stained banner of the lowly lezarene.

You can do the same. This very moment is the time te de it, How will Cod irest

you? Ee does not leave yom in awy doubt. listen to Ms Word: 'Iet the wicked forsske
his way." There's owber failure. "And the unrighteous man his thoughts." There's
ipner failure., "And let him return wnte the Iord; and He will have mercy wpon him,
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” {Issizh 55:7)., It is His word 1o vou,
Teke it and meke it vour own.



