ELIJAH®S. RETURN
I Kings 19:9-21

Having refreshed His servant with sleep and foed, the Lord said unte
Elijah, ®the journey is too great for thee.® The courage demanded, the
faith reguired, the opposition te be encountered and the privations te be
endured were toe great for a man of like passions with ourselves. If
Elijah lost sight of the living God, or if he failed to walk in daily
dependence upon God, he immediately discovered that the journey was "toeo
great® for him. But, if the journey was too great for Elijah, it was notl
too great for God. In tender love God provided for the need of His servant.
In the strength of the food that God had provided for him Elijah went on
his jouwrney of forty days and forty anights unto Horeb, the mount ef Ged,

Perhaps no spot is more closely associated with the manifested presence
of God than Mount Horeb., There the bush burned with Tire but was net
consumed; there the law was giver to Israel; there Moses spent forty days
and nights alene in communion with Ged.

At last Elijah was contented with the distance he had put between himself
and Jezebel. He found shelter and took refuge in a mourntain cave. 1In all
probability he sat there and mused upon his troubles. Freviously he had
heard the kind words of an angel, but for some time he had been cvut of
touch with the Lord. It is not surprising, therefeore;, that the Word of
the Lord came te him with the searching and challenging question, *What
doest thou here, Elijah?® The prephet had fled at the threat of a weoman
from the place of public testimony and active service. He had left the
path of service with its opposition, persecution and snffering and sought
a place of safety in wilderness selitudes and mountain caves,

The prophet had turned aside from the path of duty and the Lerd knew it.
God always knows where liis servants are, what they are doing and what they
are not doing. HNone can escape His emniscient gaze, for His eyes are in
every place. Great stirrings were taking place in the land of Israel,

and Elijah might have been very useful as a worker and instructor among
the masses at such a time. DBut, here he is far away from the habitations
of men and sheltering in the guietness of a cave. He was an absentee
from an important post of duty at ome of the most critical moments in his
nation¥s history.

God's guestion, “"What doest theu here, Elijah?" was a rebuke te him. Since
we do not know which particular woerd the Lord accentuated, let us emphasize
each one separately. ®What doest thou?¥ Is it good or evil? for man cannot
be totally inactive. "What doest thou?® Art thon empleying thy time for
the glory of Geod and the good of His people, or is it being wasted in
peevish repinings? ®"What doest thou?" Thou who art the servant of the
Most High, who hast been so highly honored; who hast received such signal
proofs of God's power, ceuldest not theu have commitited thy cause unte

Him and depended on the Almighty fer protection? "What doest thou here?¥--
away frem the land of Israel, away from the work of refeormatien.

Elijah gave a threefold reason for fleeing te the cave. First, he said,
#1 have been very jealous for the Lerd God of hosts.® That statement-
implied that he considered hLis zeal for the Lord to have been in vain, and
hence he had given up all public testimony. Seceond, he complained about
the people of God. He said, YThe c¢hildren of Israel have forsaken thy
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the
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sword.®? Thus he implied that the hopeless condition of the people of God
made it useless for him to continwe laboring in their midst. Third, he
said, ¥I, even I only, am left; amd thkey seek my life, to take it away.”
Elijah declared that he was left alomne and that the very people before
whom he had given such a mighty testimony had turned against him. Hence
he had turned his back on them and sought rest and shelter in the lonely
cave. Thus the disgruntied prophet spoke well of himself and ill of Ged's
people and virtually called upon God to Jjudge them., It is easy to discers
the wounded pride and the embittered spirit that lurked behind his words
and led the preophet te speak well of himself and nothing but evil of God's

people.

God spoke to Elijah, sayimg, "Go ferth, and stand upom the mount before

the Lerd.® Great manifestations of divine power fellewed. Elijah witnessed
the very remarkable and awe-inspiring display of God's power. The mighty
mass of the mountains was torm apart, and the rocks were upheaved and
broken by the ferce of the tempestuous hurricane, Next came the earthgquake,
and then the meuntain ranpe was lighted up by fire frem heaven, but still
the Lord was net there. Finally, Pa still small veice®" spoke guietly and
gently to his soul, calming and soothing his ruffled spirit. This voice
evidenced afresh the kindness and temderness of the Lord, who could assuage
Elijah?!s disappointment and cheer his heart. VWhen the soul is reassured

of his Masterts love, the servant is rerved to face fresh dangers and
oppesitions for His sake and to tackle any task He may assign him.

So far as we can gather from the inspired record, Elijah stood unmoved
from the varied displays of God's pewer, fearless as they were to behold.
But, when the still small voice sounded, he was affected immediately,

The Lerd addressed His servant with gentleness and tenderness to show

him how compassionate and gracieus God was, and his heart was touched:
deeply. This soft gentle voice drew Elijah te the entrance of the cave
with his face wrapped in a mantle. Away from the Lord Elijah talked about.
himgelf, bat in His presence he hid himself., The wrapping of his face

in his mantle signified two things--his reverence for the divine majesty
and a sense of his own unworthiness.

Like Elijah of old, it is possible for us te get discouraged if the work

of God in our hands does not move in striking ways. Persons of emergetic
dispesitien, such as the prophet certainly was, are more likely than

others te feel thus. Where there are no visible manifestatiens, some are
prone to conclude that nething is doing at all, This scene on Horeb certainly
contains a timely message for ministers of God's Word. Many a preacher

has become thoroughly discouraged, though with far less prevecatiem than
Elijah. They have been mntiring in their 1abors, zealous for the lLerd,
faithful in preachlng His Word; yet, there is no public response, and they
conclude that it is all in vain. They need to lay hold afresh om the grand
truth that the purpese of the Lord shall not fail, and that purpose includes
tomorrow as well as teday. God is not confined to one ageant. Elijah thought
that the whole work was to be accomplished through his 1nstrnmenta11ty,

but he was taught that he was only one factor among several, It is our
business to de our duties where God has placed &s, and somebody will de

the reaping in Godfs own good time.

Elijah was bemoaning the failure of his efforts to glorify Ged and the
‘obstinate determination of his people to continne in their apestasy. It

was thus he spent his time in the cave at Horeb, brooding over his disappoint-
ment and lashlng himself by reflecting upon the conduct of the people. The
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only hope for people in such circumstances is to come out from their

lonely haunts and become actively engaged in socme useful work, This is

the best cure for melancholy. To this ead God replied to Elijah's cemplaint,
¥Go, return on thy way te the wilderness of Damascus.® This is the course
God takes when He restores the soul of one of His erring children, causing
him te retrace his steps and return te the place of duty. Every false

step with any of us must be retraced. The prophet said nothing in response
to the solemmn words of the Lord. What could he say?

Had Elijah complained of the evil of the people of God? HNow it shall be
his sorrowiml mission te appoint Hazael king over Syria, as an instrument
to chastise the people ef God. Had Elijah fled because of the threat of
the wicked Jezebel? Then he must appeint Jehu te be the future king over
Israel, as an instrument to execvmte judgment upon Jezebel. Had Elijah
spoken well of himself and thought that he oanly remained? Then he must
appoint Elisha to be prophet in his stead. God had a long-term plan of
action invelving each of these three. Each had his part to play in the
events that would ultimately lead to the ruin of the house of Ahab. Had
the prophet, im his complaint, so feorgotten God and all that God was deing
in Israel that he thomght he alone was left and was the only man through
whom God ceomld werk? Then he has te learn that God has seven thousand who
have not bowed the knee to Baal, Meoreover, the realization that there
was work to do and that he could still be of wuse no doubt helped Elijah
te recover from his breakdewn. Being given a task te do can help to steady
a mants faith and deliver him from gloomn,

After leaving Horeb and journeying northward te Abelmeholah with the words
of the Lord ringing in his ears, an additional favor was bestowed upon
Elijah, and that was that he should have almost the unigue honor of ordaining
his successor. How his heart must have been comforted by the divine
assurance that another was appointed to carry on the missien which he had
prosecuted so zealously! Hitherto there had not been anybody to help him,
but in the hour of his despeondency God had provided him with a suitable
companion and successor, It has ever been a great comsclation to godly
ministers and their people to think that God will mever lack iastruments
te conduct His werk, that when they are removed others will be brought
forward te carry on for the Lerd.

It was a peaceful scene at Abel-meholah. The rain for which Elijah had
prayed had done its work, and the land was ready for plowing. The man to
whom Elijah was sent, along with eleven others, was thus engaged. Elisha
was following the others. Suddenly they recognized Elijah striding acress
the fields. He paused as he approached in erder to look arcund for his
man, and then he went straight to Elisha. He took off his mantle and laid
it on the shoulders of the yomung man, Elisha, while he was plowing., Nothing
was said, for the act of Elijak carried its own and obvious significance,
Elisha and the onlookers knew what it meant, It was a call to leave every—
thing and follow Elijah so that he could succeed him when his work was
finished. It was a call to prepare himself from then on to step into
Elijah's office when God took him away, to take up where Elijah left off
the struggle against the evils that threatened the natien. It was a call
to fellow then and to submit himself to training for the task. He must
become the companion of the man whom he was to succeed in order that he
night become mere fitted to be his successer. So pressing and urgent was
that eall that it was necessary for Elisha to decide then and there.
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Elisha's problem was whether he should return home to kiss his father and
mother farewell. He knew that this call of God must be put before the
claim of family affection, but he wondered whether he should allow human

- affection to have any claim at all on him now. Dare he linger on the
home farm while Elijah was striding on before him in the directioen of the
hills? ¥Fe knew that Elijah was a man without a home, without persenal
friend and without much time for domestic trivialities and polite talk.
Did this call mean that from then on he had to become a man like Elijah
and deny much of what had been most human in his nature? He felt that he
was bound to ask Elijah to decide fer him. So "he left the oxen, and ranm-
after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother,
and then I will follow thee, And he said unte him, Ge back again: fer
what have I dene to thee?® It was an appeal te Elisha te be moderate

and sensible and human in his judgment about what God was regquiring of
him at that moment in his service for God. There was no need for him te
imagine that God meant for him to be so foolish as te try to demy the
expression of his natural affection at that great mement in his life.



